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There are many opportunities to volunteer at
St. Teresa. If you see a need and no ministry
exists, talk to Fr. Frank.
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Welcome To Your Faith Community
Thank you for choosing St. Teresa of Avila Catholic Church as your
spiritual home. I hope you find our faith community a special place …
one of prayer, of nurturing, and hospitality.
Please take a few minutes to read through this welcome package; it is
full of opportunities for you to participate and grow in faith and love.
St. Teresa parish has always been blessed with dedicated and involved parishioners, so join in. Become a part of St. Teresa Parish. Let your faith and spirit come alive.
– Fr. Frank
Pastor
Ps. Stop by at our Sunday Hospitality in the Parish Center
after the 9:00am Mass. If you have a chance, introduce yourself.
I look forward to getting to know you.
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St. Teresa Parish Mission & Vision

aint Teresa of Avila Parish is a diverse Catholic community of
faith that embraces everyone, without exception. We see
ourselves as uniquely able to engage in dialogue with people
of all faiths and act as peacemakers in our city.
Challenged by the Gospel, nourished by the Eucharist and inspired by the
teachings of Saint Teresa of Avila, we are called to be witnesses of Christ’s Love,
for the salvation of all people.
Our Vision clarifies the Mission of our parish:
We are a dynamic, active community in the heart of Lincoln Park.
Our welcoming spirit is inclusive of all people, inspiring all communities with God’s love.
We offer everyone an opportunity to build a deep relationship with Christ through our
Liturgies and Ministries.
We serve as peacemakers to the world, evangelizing Christ’s love to all people regardless of religious beliefs.
We are a voice for the poor. We help them attain the means to achieve dignity in the
community.
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Stewardship

here are many ways in which we can share the abundant gifts which God has given to
us throughout our parish. Here are some of the ways we would
like to share with you.
Donations: Our parishioners and friends are the means by which we
keep our church operating. There are a few ways in which to donate.
• Automated Giving Program – The Automated Giving Program

(GiveCentral) allows you to donate directly by bank account or by credit card. It’s
as easy as filling out the form in this packet and all information is secure. Automated Giving allows the parish to create a more accurate budget based
upon donation income. It also helps families to continue their giving during
times where they may be away.

• Envelope Giving – Donation envelopes may be requested from
the parish office.

Personal Resources: Our parishioners have many different gifts
to give including talents and resources. Our ministries need your
time, expertise, and willingness to continue on with our
mission. Sharing these gifts with others is a wonderful
way to give to the parish and community.
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Get Involved in Parish Ministries
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Religious Education Programs

hroughout the year, various ministries will offer retreats
and lectures on various topics. These are the core religious education programs for children and adults offered
at St. Teresa:
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd – Catechesis of the Good
Shepherd is a Montessori approach to religious education with four
multi-age levels for children from age 3 to 14. Each level builds on the next
for the optimal development of a child’s religious potential.
Sacramental Preparation – Baptism, 1st Reconciliation, 1st Holy Communion, and Confirmation are individually addressed through a parent/child
formation process.
Children’s Liturgy of the Word – During our 9:00 am Sunday Mass, children are dismissed
to celebrate the Liturgy of the Word in a more child-friendly atmosphere. With the assistance of
adult leaders, children read the scriptures for the day and participate in guided reflection and activities that they can understand and carry in their hearts.
RCIA – The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults is the process through which interested adults
and older children are introduced to the Roman Catholic faith and way of life.
SPRED – This special ministry helps parishes integrate those with developmental or learning
disabilities into their worship assemblies. St. Teresa of Avila has a SPRED community for 11-16
year-olds with eight catechists and six friends.
Adult Sacraments of Confirmation, Reconciliation, Matrimony, Holy Orders, and Anointing
of the Sick are addressed on the parish website st-teresa.net
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Spiritual Life

omen’s Spirituality Group – Women's Spirituality of St.
Teresa of Avila Parish is a circle of women of all ages and life
circumstances who gather monthly in the evening for prayer,
reflection and conversation.
Men’s Spirituality Group – St. Teresa Men’s Spirituality Group meets
early at 6:15 am on the second and fourth Tuesdays of each month to share
and discuss Christian Catholic issues and ideas that will help men have a
closer relationship with God and Jesus Christ.
Our Lady of Fatima Devotion – This prayer group is devoted to Our
Lady of Fatima, the title given to the Blessed Virgin Mary with respect to
her appearances to three shepherd children at Fatima in Portugal in 1917. Meetings are on the first Saturday of the month at 4:00 pm in the church. All are welcome.
Groupo de Oracíon – This Spanish-language prayer group meets every Friday
at 7:00 pm in the church. The ministries of this group include delivering clothing
and food to the poor and the visitation of prisoners. Groupo de Oracíon holds
two retreats annually.
Las Damas: Hispanic Women’s Group – This active women’s group helps
organize numerous parish events in conjunction with Los Caballeros del Sant Nombre: Hispanic Men’s Holy Name Group including after-Mass hospitality, Christmas Dinner, Fathers’
Day Luncheon, and the feast day celebrations for the Virgen de Providence and Our Lady of Guadalupe.
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Automatic Contribution Program
St. Teresa offers a program that gives parishioners the option of having their contributions
automatically transferred from their checking accounts through an online program called
Give Central.
Regular gift giving helps us budget for our ministries’ needs and programs with
greater certainty, provides greater assurance that we can meet our obligations in a timely manner,
and helps us plan for the longer-term needs of the parish. Automatic contributions benefit you by
eliminating the hassle of writing weekly or monthly checks. And neither of us has to deal with contribution envelopes.
The automatic contribution program allows you to make regular weekly or monthly offertory
contributions to St. Teresa. You can also make donations to the capital building fund. If you wish to
change or stop a particular payment, all you need to do is notify me.
The form for enrolling is on the next page. To enroll, complete the form and return it with a
voided check to the parish office at the address shown on the form, or you can scan and email it to
esaccucci@gmail.com. If you have any questions about the program, please call me at (773) 5286650.
Thank you for your support of St. Teresa’s programs and ministries.
– Erica Saccucci
Business Manager
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Prayer of St. Teresa

C

hrist has no body but yours,
No hands, no feet on earth but yours,
Yours are the eyes with which he looks with
Compassion upon this world,
Yours are the feet with which he walks to do good,
Yours are the hands, with which he blesses all the world.
Yours are the hands, yours are the feet,
Yours are the eyes, you are his body.
– St. Teresa of Avila (1515–1582)
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